Huntingdale Primary School

Information Booklet for Parents of Children
for 2023

TERM DATES 2023 .$

Term 1 27 January - o6 Aprit ¥ P
Term II 24 April - 23 June

Term III 10 July - 15 September

Term IV 02 October - 20 December -

Foundation Children will commence school on Thursday 2nd February.
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*FIRST DAYS OF FOUNDATION*

Welcome to the start of a very special journey; Foundation at Huntingdale Primary School.
Starting school is an exciting and challenging time for children. Our aim is to ensure that all
children are given the necessary support and security to take that step happily and confidently.
It is important that the first days at school are a positive and rewarding experience. As parents,
you can prepare your child by showing them that you are confident that they can successfully
make the transition to school.

Remember: If you have a positive attitude and look forward to the first day of school, your child
will probably do the same.

Prior to your child commencing school you will receive a letter with the name and a photograph
of your child’s teacher. This will also indicate a starting time for the first day. Having staggered
start times will allow us to greet each child individually and settle them into an activity. From the
second day all children are to arrive for the normal starting time of 8.50 am.

From the 2nd day students will be encouraged to say goodbye to you outside so they can enter
independently. Tea and coffee will be provided in the Hall. You will be most welcome to stay and
meet other parents whose children are starting school.
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PLEASE SUPPLY YOUR CHILD WITH:

e Alarge box of tissues to be stored centrally and used in the classroom.
e The Huntingdale Primary School bag available through our Uniform Supplier, PSW, is
required. They are situated at Unit 1, 596 North Road, Ormond.

e Shoes- students need to bring a pair of slip-on shoes to wear inside. Students change their
outdoor shoes into their indoor shoes which mimicks Japanese culture
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FOUNDATION ASSESSMENT:

All Foundation students in Victoria are assessed at the beginning of the year in Literacy and
Numeracy. These assessments give the classroom teachers and the school an insight into each
child’s stages of development in literacy and numeracy and enables us to develop a differentiated
teaching program.

In the first week the classroom teachers (Japanese and English) will make individual
appointments for each child to conduct the literacy and numeracy assessment. These
appointments will take place on one of the Wednesdays in February, when the Foundation
children are not required at school.
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FOUNDATION DISMISSAL TIME:

Dismissal time will be the same as the rest of the school - 3.30 pm. At this time, the children will
be walked out as a class and asked to wait with the teacher until they see their parent/guardian.
Please encourage your child to say “good-bye” to the teacher and point out who they are going
with.
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HATS:

Huntingdale Primary School is a SUNSMART school.
During the months of September through to April (Term1 and 4) your child will be expected to
wear a hat whilst outside in the playground. By providing one hat, which can remain at school,
your child will always have protection.

These hats must be one of the Huntingdale style hats available from the Uniform Shop (PSW)
which shade the face, crown and neck and are in the school colours. Baseball caps
are not permitted.

Please ensure hats are clearly labelled with your child’s name.
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BAGS:

Bags must be one of the Huntingdale school bags available from the uniform shop. Please ensure
it is clearly labelled with your child’s name.
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NOTICES:

Notices will be available through Operoo (our Communication app which can be downloaded via
Google Play or Apple Store). Sometimes all the children in a particular grade will receive a notice
(in their diary) relating to a specific class activity (ie: excursions).
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FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER:

Fortnightly, —on  Wednesdays, a newsletter will be available online at
www.huntingdaleps.vic.edu/news/ outlining the activities, which have and will be occurring
within the school community.

The Foundation teachers usually give a weekly update about English and Japanese classes through
Operoo.
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GENERAL SCHOOL TIMES:

It is important that children develop the habit of arriving at school on time.

8:45am is the suggested time of arrival. This allows children time to meet their friends in the
playground before the first bell sounds at 8.50am. A second bell sounds at 9.00am when classes
begin.

Children attending Before School Care are brought up to the basketball court at 8:45am by the
Before and After School Care coordinator. Children should not be at school before 8:45am as we
do not provide supervision until that time.

Abell sounds at 8:50am when students will be able to go into their classrooms, hang up their bags,
hand in notices, get their books out etc. ready to begin when the second bell sounds at 9:00am.
If you arrive after 9:00am, you will need to go to the office to sign in and ask for a Late Pass.
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Morning Recess is from 11:00 to 11:30am.
Lunch break is from 1:40 to 2.30pm. (Children eat their lunches under .Jf @
supervision of the class teacher between 1:30 and 1:40). [
Dismissal time is 3:30pm.
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PLAY LUNCH:

Time will be provided for your child to eat a fruit snack before their recess break. Check that your

child knows what “play lunch” is (a vegetable or fruit snack is most appropriate).

Please pack this separately from your child’s lunch during the first term. &
o
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LUNCH:

Please send a packed lunch with your child each day. Check that your child can manage lids, food
wraps and drink containers.
Please ensure lunch boxes and drink bottles are clearly named.
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SCHOOL ORGANISATION - SAFETY:

We seek your co-operation in the following matters:

No child is allowed out of the school ground during the day. If parents are collecting a child for an
appointment please notify the teacher in the morning.

Before collecting your child from the classroom please report to the office. All @’OHC\*
children who leave the school during the day must be collected from the
classroom by an adult or from the office if during a recess break. NI

Visitors to the school, including all parents, are required to report to the office, © (’, )
sign in and collect a visitor’s pass. This is for the safety of your children.

You will be asked for EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION to be held in the
office. These details are confidential. It is essential that you inform us
IMMEDIATELY of a change of address or contact number - either business phone
number or home number. Please also put this information on OPEROO.
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GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL:

e Teach your child to be safe.
e Help your child to become familiar with his or her
0 Firstand last name
0 Address
0 Telephone number
0 Parents’ name
e Stress the importance of road safety and “stranger danger”.
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SCHOOL BEHAVIOUR:

The Student Engagement Policy outline behavioural expectations.

At Huntingdale Primary School we care for others, as we would like to be cared for. Each class has
a set of classroom norms, based on the “Play is the Way” program, which will be displayed
prominently in the classroom.
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PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS:

Time is made available during the year for you and the class teachers to discuss your child’s
progress. You will receive a written report in Terms 2 and 4.

A “Parents as Partners night” will be held in Term 1.

Teachers are always available if you have ANY concerns. Please feel free to talk with your child’s
teacher at any time. Please make an appointment to see either the teacher or if the issue persists,
the Assistant Principal or Principal. Diaries will be provided to all students to assist home/school
communication.
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HEALTH:

Regular attendance at school is essential for children’s educational success. However, if your child
is unwell, he/she should not attend school.

Please phone the school if your child is going to be absent and confirm with a follow-up letter for
our attendance records. This can be done electronically using the OPEROO app mentioned earlier.

In the case of infectious diseases, below is the official guide to assist you
e Chicken Pox - Minimum of 7 days (Note: some remaining scabs are not an indication for
continued exclusion)
e DMeasles - Excluded for at least 7 days from the appearance of the rash or until a medical
certificate of recovery is produced.
Mumps - Excluded until fully recovered.
Rubella - Excluded until fully recovered.
Ringworm - Excluded until fully recovered, at least 14 days from onset of the rash.
Slap Cheek - Excluded until doctor’s approval for return to school.
Head Lice (Nits) - Please remember to check your children regularly and if they become
infected with head lice they must be excluded from school until such time as they have
been effectively treated.
e Hand, Foot & Mouth Disease - Excluded until all blisters have dried.
COVID19 - Please follow current Sate Government guidelines.
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EXCURSIONS:

Excursions are an important part of our educational program. They provide new experiences,
which assist language development and increase the child’s understanding of the world.
Preparation for excursions is carried out in the classroom and follow-up activities occur after the
event.

Excursion venues are selected with the school curriculum, children’s age and interest level in
mind. Usually excursions relate to a concept being studied in class.

Each time your child is taken from the school on an excursion, we need your permission. A
permission form, including permission to seek medical aid is sent home electronically by
OPEROO. Without your permission, we cannot take your child on the excursion.

Note: no child will be taken on an excursion without a parent’s or guardian’s written or electronic
permission.
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CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF):

The CSEF provides payments to assist eligible families to cover the costs of camps, sporting
activities and excursions.

Payments are made directly to an eligible student’s school. Schools must use a CSEF payment
only for the eligible student and not for that student’s siblings or any other student (except
where the eligible student leaves the Victorian education system and there are remaining and
unspent funds).

Some common examples of school-organised programs for which a CSEF payment may be used
include:

school camps/trips

swimming and other school-organised sporting programs
outdoor education programs

excursions/incursions.

The CSEF payment cannot be used towards:

books

stationery

school uniforms

before/after school care

music lessons

locker hire

classroom and homework materials

graduations and formals

other expenses unrelated to camps, sports or excursions.

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or carer of a student attending a registered Government
Victorian primary school must:

¢ on the first day of Term one and on the first day of Term two

a) be a holder of one or more of the eligible financially-means tested card s OR be a temporary
foster parent,

and;

b) submit an application to the school by the due date.

For the list of eligible financially-means tested cards refer to the CSEF Policy:
https://www?2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund /policy

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance

10


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy

not income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the
above.

Special Consideration

A special consideration category exists for

« Families on a bridging visa, temporary protection visa, in community detention or are asylum
seeker families

& Students in temporary out of home care arrangements, including statutory kinship care

For more information, see https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-
excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility

Eligibility Date

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer concession card
being validated successfully

with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (30 January 2023) or term two (24 April
2023).

STATE SCHOOLS RELIEF :

State Schools’ Relief is a not-for-profit organisation that assists disadvantaged Victorian
students, and their families, each year.

Issues such as poverty, neglect, family illness, abuse and homelessness continue to affect many
Victorian families. SSR provides government school students with new uniforms, footwear and
educational resources, including learning devices. We work side by side with the school to
ensure that any students facing hardship have the necessary items they require for school.
Please speak to the school office if you need assistance.

Lo CSEF ICEAL T :
CTHRRETTVELES, BREBMETHBLIEIW,

VISUAL ARTS:

Children will need an art smock for both classroom and art room activities. An old shirt will suffice.
Please make sure your child’s name is in large letters on the smock and check your child can
manage getting the smock on and off.
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LIBRARY:

Children will be encouraged to borrow from the library each week. A material
library bag to carry the borrowed books is provided by the school for Foundation
students . A fee for lost books will be charged to the parent.

7

=)

gE:

iR, MEEHNISEKEHBYSL2UNTEET, S4TSRy IT=RKEANNSERAOHIIEALIK. 2
55068 ELLET, AN—AKEHEINEIBAICIE, FELTELBIIRYEITNT, BEAD
BHICITBEREDITTIW,

CARE OF PROPERTY:

Please label clearly with FULL NAME all possessions your child brings to school, i.e.
clothing, lunch box, school bag.

Toys and electronic items should not be brought to school.

Water pistols, toy guns and other similar toys are not allowed.
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LOST PROPERTY:

Any lost property (clothing, books, bags, etc.) that is not claimed will be placed in the “lost
property basket”. This is located at the office.

ELM - sh

ZLY - s (R, AR, DIFAE) BEHAFICREINTWS” lost property basket/sh#)
AR t.)\—:’(\,\ BENHYET,

MONEY SENT TO SCHOOL:

If your child is requested to bring money to school for any reason, please make sure it is carefully
sealed in an envelope, clearly labelled with the child’s NAME, GRADE, AMOUNT and PURPOSE
on the outside. The school also has EFTPOS, credit card facilities, B-PAY and QKR (electronic
application and our preferred option) for accepting payments.

12
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LUNCH ORDERS:

A lunch order service through a local shop will be offered on Fridays with orders needing to be
placed on Thursday morning. Orders should be written on a paper bag / envelope with the child’s
name and grade clearly marked. Please ensure the envelope is well sealed.
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*% *

PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL:

Two things are important:
1. Children need to be able to care for themselves at school and have a level of independence.
2. Children need to be well enough to enjoy school.

Does your child:

Know his/her name, address and phone number well enough to repeat them when
necessary?

Know that hands should be washed before meals and after visiting the toilet?

Know how to use and flush the toilet without assistance? (Boys need to know how to use
a urinal).

Know when their nose needs blowing and understand how to use a handkerchief
correctly?

Know how to put away play things and materials after using them?

Take off and put on outer clothing without help, including shoes?

Cope with eating a lunch packed in a lunch box?

It's quite natural for your child to experience some apprehension about school as well as
excitement.

13
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Will the teacher like me?

Will [ miss home?

Who's going to help me?

Will the other children like me?

What happens when [ need to go to the toilet?

Provide “space” for your child to share any concerns about starting school. Be positive and loving
and do all you can to help your child be happy and confident about beginning school. (Talk to your
child’s teacher if you have any concerns about your child settling into school).

FRETADEME
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2.
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FE-orbDEETBbALAfIFEZ L
HESLRBEE—ATHEETES 2L
BRYUEETTARNS Y

BEFIADPTROLILILESRTZ0RI<AARILETT,

REIE/MOZLHFE?

RICRY -5 50L&L57?
HHME/FEBIF T NED?
REHNTEBH%R?
FALICTELESR-ES5E5 L& 7

MLLIBEZEREFBICHATIEMEAROPTEFIZLHAL, MPYWUIGELAIIRBLS I
BFITFIELTIEIW,
(BHL. BFTENEREFBIOVTISERLEHNHNISHEFEICHECLTW)
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English Literacy: VICTORIAN CURSIVE SCRIPT - HANDWRITING

This is how the letters are formed:
The small letters:

‘abcdefjhg/zlm ?

nopczrstuuwxy}

The capital letters:

ABCDEFGHIKIM ~*
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ
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9'. HUNTINGDALE
: PRIMARY SCHOOL

Japanese Literacy:

Oe b X Hiragana Chart

o, b X A4 v&%
) a@vz 5L =N
7@? Zo) KDL 5 a@*ﬁﬁ’ <
#/L &bu/\jg ‘(ﬂﬁgt'fﬂxg

A Bl |30/ T El

BV Db Katakana Chart

““4\"u7/\-1-747“77 S8
l) =8 t“’ff‘/:\:/f
7/L:7_A7}Z /27'7
l/ X’\Z\T'tz’fl

/E?E?%“?l‘/ l\ /:771”
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